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Avci Architects has been working in the Middle East on various projects, for the last 7 years,

and interestingly apart from their experience of Mecca for which they were asked to design the
extension and master plan to the Al Haram mosque, or in other words the mosque of the holy Kabe,
almost all of their other middle eastern experience have been in Al Khobar.

| Khobar is a singu-
larly strange pla-
ce, in which it is al-

most impossible to find any
signs of history or local cul-
ture. It was created early in
the 50s to house the Ame-
rican Arab oil refining com-
pany Aramco, and it is the
main city in which all the oil
gets bottled and transported
out of Saudi Arabia. Ame-
ricans live their lives behind
closed walls in Aramco City
and you hardly see them in
daily life, but there is quite
a sizeable community there.
But then, on a smaller scale,
almost all Arabs live behind
closed walls. It some how co-
mes with the territory, and
will be the case as long as
women take a back seat in
the life of the city. This tra-
dition goes back centuries of
course, but nevertheless like
with all other muslim count-
res our belief is that even-
tually women’s position in
muslim society too will chan-
ge, as is the case in say Tur-
key, or Malasia or Indonesia,

where they are almost equ-
al partners in urban life. The-
re fore the urban typologies
that are being created by de-
velopers will become obsole-
te in not too distant a future.
Avcl Architects tell us about
their project:

“Qur approach is to try to
discover a new kind if ur-
ban typology for cities like Al
Khobar, which look to the fu-
ture more and which include
for the interaction of peop-
le in public spaces in the city.
This project is a mixed use
development of nearly
30,000sgm including a ho-
tel, residences and offices.
The site is occupies an impor-
tant corner on the crossing
of the Main Northern City
axis King Saud Road and the
Prince Sutan Bin Fahd Stre-
et. Along King Saud is pla-
ced the taller land mark com-
ponent of the main hotel bu-
ilding which rises 12 stories.
The massing gradually falls
back towards the residen-
ces and the office building
on the east edge of the site.

This project is a mixed
use development of
nearly 30,000 sgm
including a hotel,
residences and
offices.

The office itself is organised
around a courtyard-atrium
which opens out on to a furt-
her courtyard that leads to
the residences. The lower le-
vels are retail units, much like
in any public square, which in
this case is screened off from
both edges to prevent exces-
sive exposure to public view.
This sort of approach is a re-
latively unusual one where
buildings come together to
form public spaces, because
of privacy issues, but we beli-
eve that more and more Ara-
bian cities will need to ack-
nowledge the need for pub-
lic space, however carefully
positioned in the city scape.”




